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Layoff ends; 
ODOT suffers 
Staff losses 


The Highway Division employe 
layoffs, which were first announced 
in July 1976, were completed last 
month. 

The July announcement said 220 
positions would be eliminated. 
Normal attrition due to retirements, 
resignations, and not filling 
previously approved positions brought 
that number to 198 by the time the 
layoff procedures were activated. 

One hundred forty-three highway 
engineers and engineering technicians 
were actually laid off and are no 
longer with the department. 

An additional 55 employes 
accepted positions in other units of 
ODOT, such as parks, maintenance 
and weighmasters. 

Of the hundreds of employes who 
were affected by the layoff program, 
72 received demotions as a result of 


_ the bumping procedures. 


Much of the responsibility for 


houldered _ by Bryant Jackmond, 


sie 


assistant construction engineer, and 


Carl Hobson, head 


operations. 


of personnel 


detailing the layoff procedures was _ \ ed © 
in. the Oregon. Transportation... The proposed increase is part of a 
~ Commission’s approval 5; 


Retirements 


Among numerous ODOT employes who retired in December are John Walker 
(right), highway engineer for 36 years, who will be after “the big fish,” and 
John R. Oakes, right of way agent with 43 years service, who looks forward 
to more time on the golf course. 


record count 


Eighty-five ODOT 
received a _ well-earned 
present-retirement. 

The 85, who retired in December 
of 1976, make up the largest group 
of retirees for any month in the 
Department’s history. Their combined 
service totals over 2130 years. 

The retirees come from all parts 
of the state, and their years of 
service range from more than 43 to 
8. 

Leading the list in years of 
service is John Oakes, a right of 
way agent in Salem who worked for 
over 43 years with the department. 


employes 
new year’s 


Seven others served more than 40 
years with the department. 


Retirement parties were held 
around the state during December. 
Pictures of some of the festivities, 
plus a listing of December ODOT 
retirees, are on page 7. Other retiree 
news appears on page 6. 


Commission approves tax proposal 


A Dec. 8 “work session” resulted 


of a 2-cent 
per gallon gasoline tax increase 
proposal which will be recommended 


ODOT’S ‘Decade Ahead’ awaits 
commission, legislative approval 


“The Decade Ahead,” ODOT’s 
report to the 1977 legislature on 
transportation needs and _ funding 


problems for the next 10 years, is 
scheduled for adoption by _ the 
Transportation Commission Jan. 17, 

Following commission approval, 
the document will be bound and 
printed and forwarded to _ the 
legislature in February for its review 
and action. 


In “The Decade Ahead,” each 
division and the Parks Branch 
forecast their agency’s future, and 
then offer a ‘‘Recommended 


Program” for the next two biennia. 

Larry Rulien, head of program 
management, and George Bell of the 
Public Affairs Office, have carried 
primary responsibility for bringing 
“The Decade Ahead’’ to its finished 
form. 


Oregon ‘possessed’ with films 


The flood and the fire are over 
and ‘The Possessed’? and the pirates 
are coming up next. 

Film crews for the Irwin. Allen 
production of ‘Fire,’ an NBC TV 
Movie of the Week, have finished 


nearly a month’s shooting in two 
Oregon locations, Yamhill and 
Silverton. 

Oregonians watched Allen’s 


“Flood” on NBC TV on Nov. 24. 
“Flood” was filmed earlier last year 
in Brownsville. 


Warren Merrill, motion picture 
special services officer in ODOT 
Public Affairs, says filming will begin 
in Portland for “The Possessed,” a 
made-for-television feature by Warner 
Bros. 

Also scheduled for filming this 
week in Newport is ‘The Haunting 
of Pirate’s Cove,” a one-hour pilot 


for a Nancy Drew-Hardy Boys series. 

“First Love,” a feature film by 
Paramount Pictures, will be filmed in 
Portland beginning in early February, 


to the 1977 Legislature. 


revenue package which also includes 
increases in weight/mile taxes for 
trucks and in fees for farm and 
logging trucks to bring them into 
parity with gas. taxes charged 
automobile drivers, and a tax on 
automobiles based on engine size. 
The package, if adopted, would 
raise approximately $192 million for 
highway construction and 
maintenance over the next four 


Lightner named 


ODOT Director Bob Burco has 
named Alan Lightner, a right of way 
agent in Bend, his executive 
assistant, beginning Jan. 3. 

Lightner, 31, a native of Salem, 
will assist Burco with meetings, 
reports and other executive tasks 
concerning the department. 

Lightner fills the vacancy created 
when Jack Graham resigned last 
spring to become executive director 
of the Pacific Northwest Regional 
Commission in Vancouver, Wash. 

Burco had been’ without an 
executive assistant since he took over 
the directorship in May, when 
George Baldwin retired. 

The new executive assistant joined 
the Highway Division in 1974 and 
recently has been systems analyst for 
the Rocky Butte Jail relocation 
project in Portland, while commuting 
from Bend. 

A graduate of North Salem High 
School, Lightner holds BS and MBA 
degrees from Oregon State 


~ University. He served in the U.S. Air 


Force two years, working. in 
administration at U.S. Air Force 
Hospital, Vandenberg Air Force Base, 
Calif. 

Lightner also has been corporate 
analyst for the president of 


Firemen’s Fund American Insurance 
Co. in San Francisco. 
He and his wife, Karin, have a 


daughter, Lindsay, 5 months. 


years. : 

The commission also proposed an 
additional variable tax on _ gasoline 
based on the cost of living index in 
subsequent years. 

Glenn Jackson, chairman of the 
commission, said, ‘The question is, 
are we going to face up to the 
needs of the state, or let our 
highway system go by the boards?” 

Commissioners agreed it will be 
difficult to sell the package to the 
Legislature and the _ public. 


exec assistant 


(right) has 
named executive assistant by ODOT 
Director Bob Burco. 


Alan — Lightner been 
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Director's Corner 


Getting ready for a legislative 
session is always a hectic time. This 
year, our preparation has been aided 
by outstanding contributions from 
throughout the entire department. 

We have put together a draft of 
the policy document and a plan for 
the department for the next decade. 
These documents will be delivered to 
the Legislature early in February 
after adoption by the Commission at 
its. January meeting. 


This effort, coupled with the 
budget preparation and a series of 
bills to be. introduced during the 
session, carry much of the story 
about our future to the Legislature 
and to the public. 

Once the reports have been 


completed, we will circulate them 
widely within the organization. | 
encourage you to read them and 
comment on them so we can benefit 
from a mutual understanding of the 
options that face us in the years 


ahead. 


BOB BURCO 


Although there have been disappointments in the past year, particularly in 


the failure of Measure 8, 
about the vitality of the 
programs. 

The key to this 
communicate 


is all 


| am optimistic that we can convince Oregonians 
Department 


of Transportation and its many 


of our working ‘together during the session to 
the concerns of the department. At the local level, we must 


convey Our message to cities and counties about what it means to have the 
fine quality of highways, parks and a motor vehicle system we have achieved 


in Oregon. 


It is helpful also to share with Oregonians some of the possibilities we 
have in the future for improved public transit systems for small communities, 
and between cities, and the importance of airports and general aviation in the 


state. 


The key question will, of course, be finances. We have a number of tax 


measures We are 


submitting to the 


Legislature which would support a 


continuation of the department’s existing programs. 


| appreciate the 


cooperation that 
challenging job of directing this department. 


| have received this year in the 


| look forward to the coming 


year and all of the opportunities that it will bring to meet more of you and 
to share with more people our plans for the direction of the department and 


its fine programs. 


My best wishes in the New Year for suc 


individually. 


cess for us all, collectively and 


Letters to the Editor 


Enjoyed last issue 


To the Editor: 
| think the most recent issue of 
VIA (with Glenn Jackson and Gerald 
Drummond on_ the i 
excellent. 
Congratulations! 


Leonard j. Bergstein 
Administrative Assistant 
to the Governor 


Don’t intermix terms 


To the Editor: 

The purpose of this letter is to 
convey my annoyance over some of 
the things that were said in the 
December VIA article about Ed 
Hardt and Max Klotz. 

In order to make my criticism as 
clear as possible, |! must first say 
that | am not complaining about the 
Highway Division’ or any of its 
current or ex-employes. The _ fact 
that these -two men’s careers began 
in the Highway Division when it had 
full departmental status is not the 
basis of the problem. 

The references in that article to 
ODOT and the divisions is disturbing 
in that it implies that the Highway 
Division is somehow separate from 
the department as a whole. 

For example, the article states, 
“Both are on temporary assignment 
to ODOT.” This is simply not true; 
both may be on _ temporary 
assignment to the Director’s Office, 
but they have been members of the 
“department” since it was formed. 
Wes: are” alli. members® of ?=the 
department—that’s what the ‘‘D” in 
ODOT stands for! 

Further on, the article refers to 
‘«’,.inter-relationships between the 
divisions and ODOT...” and “‘...to 
bring highway and ODOT closer.” 
The implication from this is that 


cover) is. 


_ your 


; Peggy Schmitt’ ean 


somehow the Department of 
Transportation and the Highway 
Division are  organizationally 
separated, and that is simply not the 
case. The one is a sub-unit of the 
other. 
This type of reporting—biased and 
incorrect—is especially annoying in an 
issue when..an entire page (candid 
Comments) is devoted to the issue 
of improving communications within 
ODOT. 

| would be most appreciative if, 


in future issues, you would not 
intermix the terms ODOT and 
Directors} Orfitcenmunl tise tiismmals 


impossible, as when a direct quote is 
used, you should clarify the mistake 
with an inserted editor’s comment. 
The multi-modal character of the 
Department ~of Transportation is 
extremely important. We cannot let 
it be jeopardized by bantering about 
a bunch of non-descript and often 
biased terms. 


Lee LaFontaine 
Department of Transportation 


Still reads VIA 


To the Editor: 
This is an “applaud” letter for 
the Public Affairs Office personnel. 
I’ve thought many times what a 
good job you do in producing the 
VIA newspaper. It wasn’t until 
recently that | learned that you 
issue the newspaper in addition to 
regular duties. 
Even though |! am a_ former 
ODOT employe, | still enjoy reading 
your publication and look forward 
to the monthly editions. i 
Once again, you are all doing a 
great job—thank you. 


Administrative Assistant 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs 


Newspapers bemoan gas tax defeat, support governor’s proposals 


Most editorials in the  state’s 
newspapers agree that the defeat of 
Measure 8 in November was a poor 
choice by the voters. Most also 
support Gov. Bob Straub’s legislative 
proposals for a gas tax increase and 
are divided on diverting some programs 
from the Highway Fund. 

The Eugene Register-Guard and 
the Salem Capital Journal not. only 
support the governor’s proposal for a 
2-cent gas tax increase———they say 
it’s not enough. 

The Register-Guard writes, “Now 
it’s up to the legislature to defy the 
expressed will of the voters and 
increase the gas. tax on its own 
initiative. ...The final statewide 
margin of defeat was only about 5 
per cent of the total vote cast. The 
legislature can use this fact, and its 
own knowledge that there’s no real 
economy in letting Oregon’s 
highways’ go to pot, to justify 
remedial action at the earliest 
possible moment.” 

In another related editorial, the 
Register-Guard states that since a 
gasoline tax is a sales tax, “If a 20 
per cent tax was fair 10 years ago, 
it’s fair now. The trouble with the 
governor’s proposal for a  2-cent 
increase is that it’s too modest.” 

The Capital Journal agrees, but 
warns, “It is likely that any gasoline 
tax passed by the legislature next 
year would be sent to the voters by 
initiative petition or referendum. But 
that is no reason for the legislature 
to reject Straub’s plan.” 


Like the Register Guard, many 
papers said that increasing the gas 
tax despite voter rejection of an 
increase is the legislature’s only 
answer to decreasing highway 


revenues. The Medford Mail Tribune, 


calling on the Legislature to ‘Correct 
the voters’ mistake,” points out that 
“the tax measure was defeated by 
less than 5S per cent of the vote. 
This is an instance where there was 
no ‘mandate,’ .as such...And the 
legislature would be well within its 
rights--and certainly doing its sworn 
duty--if in this instance it overrode 
the slim decision of the voters.” 

The Oregon fournal in Portland 
says that, despite the vote, taxpayers 
do want and need good roads. 
“When Gov. Straub toured the state 
in August 1975, the demand he 
heard most often...was for highway, 
road and street improvements. 

‘“‘Those improvements can be 
made only when users are willing to 
pay for them.” 

Portland’s other daily newspaper, 
the Oregonian, takes more of a 
long-range look at the problem. 

“If Oregon is to continue to have 
top roads and avoid expensive future 
repairs, it must maintain a steady, 
year-to-year maintenance- 
reconstruction program, preferably on 
a pay-as-you-go basis.” 

In opposing diversions from the 
Highway Fund, the Springfield News 
said “we believe that the voters’ 
foolish move ought to make Oregon 
legislators realize that tapping 
highway funds for every new 
program that comes along is equally 
foolish and one of the prime reasons 
the state’s highway maintenance 
program is in real trouble today.” 

The Baker  Democrat-Herald 
compares the voter 
defeated Measure 8 with the same 
attitude that is closing schools 
around the state. “Some _ voters 
probably did reason that if the 
highways really were in trouble, the 


mentality that’ 


state would somehow come up with 
the .money. Some school district 
voters are finding out that it isn’t 
always a safe bet.” 

Some state-wide ramifications of 
Measure 8’s defeat were brought out 
by Charles Stanton, Roseburg News 
Review columnist. He points out 
that. with) )thel layofi one. 220 
high-salaried highway employes, more 
unemployment compensation comes 
out of every taxpayer’s check. 

Inflation hits the Highway Fund 
hardest, says the Corvallis 
Gazette-Times. The editorial points 
out that general fund revenues have 
been growing as taxpayers have 
moved into higher tax brackets, 
while that same rate of inflation eats 
away at the Highway Fund. 

The Daily  Astorian’s editorial, 
“Voters 
legislature has no 
divert certain 


but to 
programs from the 
Highway Fund. ‘When the voters 
said on Nov. 2 that they didn’t 
want to pay a higher tax on 


choice 


gasoline they, in effect, dictated that 
the state gas tax fund be stripped 
responsibilities but building 
highways.”? 


off all 
and maintaining 


> 
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ordered it,” says the. 


Published monthly for the employes 
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The Oregon Statesman in Salem 
blames the overburdening of the 
Highway Fund on a _ legislature 


“which couldn’t resist digging into 
the big pot of money...Now that 
there isn’t enough highway money 
for construction and maintenance, it 
is time for the legislature to stop 
non-highway uses of road funds.” 

The Klamath Falls Hera/d and 
News takes a more pessimistic view 
of the proposals for using General 
Fund money for State Police, parks 
acquisition, and tourist advertising. 
“It just means Oregonians would pay 
for it out of a different pocket.” 
‘But the writer concludes that ‘it 
isn’t an unreasonable idea.”’ 

On the same theme, the Coos 
Bay World points out that “the 
problem of finding additional revenue 
for Oregon’s road system is still with 
us.” The writer warns that ‘The 
division is going to have to take a 
close look at its present priorities 
and put some of them so far on the 
back burner that they are likely to 
freeze up- before being activated 
again. Hopefully, Oregon’s already 
suffering primary and secondary road 
systems will not suffer much more.” 


2 fie Hien ee 
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_ around: the clock to ) make emergency 


The John Day River Bridge was severely damaged 


P: Boey 


La 
SF 


the 1964 flood, 


SNE 


Christmas flood in 1964 
dampened employe holidays 


“We woke up ‘one day and 
realized we had missed Christmas,” 
according to one ODOT employe 
recalling the 1964 Christmas week 
flood. 

Oregonians were mopping up the 
state’s worst recorded flood 12 years 
ago this month and ODOT’s Ed 
Hardt recalled in December’s VIA how 
“if you suggested that some of the 


guys should go home, they just 
refused.” 

Members of the Oregon State 
Highway Department had little 


opportunity to enjoy the year-end 
holidays as many of them worked 


flood damage during Christmas week _ 


in 1964, when warm, moist marine 
air, coupled with abnormally high 
temperatures, dumped 8.5 inches of 
rain in. five days. 

Combined with more than average 
snow cover, the rains sent the state’s 
streams and rivers over their banks, 


destroying highways, bridges and 
mountain passes as it went. 

Statistics show 17 persons died, 
8,000 were left homeless and an 
estimated $315,000,000 in property 
damage resulted. 

Damage occurred most heavily 


along the state’s six major basins. 

The Willamette, Deschutes, John 
Day, Grande Ronde, Rogue and 
Umpqua Rivers tore through the 
state, leaving debris and stranded 
Oregonians in their wakes. 

On some highways, stretches as 
long as a mile were obliterated, with 


all transmountain passes closed at 
one point and more than 200 
closures requiring attention. 

When the magnitude of the 
disaster became clear, Highway 
Division engineers and _ district 


maintenance superintendents 
authorized to hire needed equipment. 


enough 


Were — 


More than 1,000 vehicles were used 


at the height of the emergency 
repair work. 
The  state-contractor relationship 


during the emergency was excellent, 
according to reports on the flood 
cleanup. 

The majority of closures caused 
by minor damage had been restored 
by Dec. 31, 1964, and by Jan. 8, 
1965, all but 10 = primary and 
secondary highways had _ been 
re-opened to traffic. 

BY2:0) ani geehy ae 1 965%. them «State 
Highway ' Department had_ received 
information from federal, 
state and county systems to begin 
rgency and restoration work. 


A nd intense. sto orn - Bs 
tae “late” January One 1965, 
inflicting millions of dollars more 


damage on already devastated roads 
and highways. The Bureau of Public 
Roads accepted responsibility for 
repairs of sections of the Forest 
Highway System, with the federal 
government reimbursing 100 per 
cent. 

Eventually, the federal government 
paid some $26: million, the state 
$6.5 million, and. the counties 
$900,000 for repairs and restoration. 

The Highway Commission 
established a $5 million interest-free 
loan fund for counties to borrow 
from. In addition to handling details 
and necessary programing procedures, 
the Highway, Commission provided 
each county with 50 per cent of the 
required matching funds. 

The department’s County-City 
Section kept close contact with the 


state’s’ 36 counties during the 
reconstruction in an effort to offer 
assistance in arranging available 


financing. 

ODOT employes, looking back on 
the wet and messy January of 1965, 
claim the big flood holds special 
significance for them. ‘No one 
complained,” they recall. 


saa 
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Chunks of Willamette Highway (Oregon 58) were torn away by water. 


Coos Bay- Roseburg Highway wound wetly south toward Myrtle Point. 
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Fred Klaboe (center), ODOT chief of operations, reviews 


the 1977-79 proposed budget 


with 


VIA 


management 


participants during the opening session of the December 
seminar in Salem. 


Management reconvenes to discuss future 


The 27 key Highway Division and 
ODOT administration managers who 
met in Lincoln City in mid-October 
tOmme discuss «these futtifem eoOteaathe 
department, reassembled in early 
December to present reports and to 
be briefed on a variety of issues. 

On Wednesday afternoon, Dec. 1, 
Operations Chief Fred Klaboe and 
Highway Engineer Scott Coulter 
reviewed ODOT’s 1977-79 proposed 
budget that will be submitted to the 
Legislature in January. 

Larry Rulien, head of Program 
Management, discussed progress on 
“The Decade Ahead,” and Ed Hardt, 
special assistant for policy analysis, 
reviewed a draft of “Transportation 
Commission Policies.” Max Klotz, 
special assistant for intergovernmental 


affairs, outlined ODOT’s legislative 
proposals. 
On Thursday morning, Director 


Bob Burco spoke to the group about 
his recent trip to Washington, D.C., 
Wile Ge™ necmeimiert) sew theemtinie 
transportation assistants of Oregon’s 


Movies include 
short subjects 


The noon movie program offers 
both films on transportation issues 
and short subjects of general interest. 
The movies are shown” on 
Wednesdays in the large conference 
room of the Transportation Building 
in Salem. 


WEDNESDAY MOVIE 
SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 


Jan.5-“Flight” looks at a different 


mode of  transportation--soaring! 
“Atonement” explores efforts to 
preserve rare and endangered wildlife 
species. 

Jan. 12--“Street Musique” is a 


short animated fantasy to the music 
of street musicians. ‘“‘Man: The 
Polluter” discusses man’s capacity to 
foul his own nest, as illustrated by a 


joint Yugoslavian-Canadian _ film 
animation team. 
Jan. 19--“Thousand Suns” claims 


that a culture based on consumption 
squanders world energy resources. 
“Conflicts in American Values: 
Urban and Rural Viewpoints’ tells 
how to preserve the best’ of both 


small town life and the big city. 
“Vivre Sa Ville’ discusses sensitive 
urban renewal in Montreal and 
Quebec City. 


Jan. 26--“To See or Not to See” 
is an amusing reflection on looking 


before leaping. The inequitable 
distribution of wealth in the world 
is discussed in “Tilt”, and “The 


Innocent Door”’ 
offers a better 
traditional values. 


tells how the city 
life but threatens 


congressional delegation about the 
need for support of the Jones Bill. 
The bill, scheduled to be introduced 


in the. next session of congress, 
would raise primary appropriations 
about two and a half times the 


current level. 

Burco said he also met with the 
transportation members of the Carter 
transition team to seek their support 
of the Jones Bill. 

Later in the morning, George Bell 
of the Public Affairs Office presented 
the Unity Committee Report, which 
offered recommendations about 
eliminating some of the _ practices 
that inhibit divisional feelings of 
membership in ODOT. Bob Royer, 
assistant director for planning, 
discussed recommendations of the 
Priority Committee relating to how 
ODOT priorities should be set. 

Thursday afternoon, Frank Terpin, 


location engineer, presented the 
report of the Project Scheduling 
Committee, and Bob _ Schroeder, 


assistant state highway engineer, gave 
the recommendations of the 
Staff/Line Committee. 


During the concluding Friday 
morning session, reports were given 
on the status of collective bargaining 
negotiations, and Carl Hobson, head 
of personnel operations, reviewed 


details of the layoff procedures. 


ie A 
Larry Rulien (right), head — of 
program management, compares notes 
with Pat Schwartz, region 5 highway 
engineer, at the management seminar. 


Maintenance engineers swap jobs 


Enree= amanagemenc. level 
maintenance section employes have 
switched jobs through ODOT’s policy 
of encouraging the rotation of 


employes. 
Scott Coulter, state highway 
engineer, announced the _ top-level 


position changes effective Jan. 1. 


Changes involve the rotation of 
positions by John W._ Sheldrake, 
maintenance services engineer, who 


moves to Region 2 engineer; C. O. 
“Chuck” Fredrickson, Region 2 
engineer, who assumes the position 
of maintenance management engineer, 
and Don H. Haller Jr., maintenance 


management engineer, who replaces 
Sheldrake as maintenance services 
engineer. 


Coulter said the changes would be 
effective for one year, when the 
individuals would be moved again 
within the maintenance office. He 
said rotation of managers through 
other positions should broaden their 
experience and make them more 
valuable to the organization. 

Sheldrake came to work fulltime 
for the Highway Division following 
his graduation from Oregon State 
University in June of 1959, 

Fredrickson started his 
career in May of 1951 

Haller joined the Highway Division 
in La Grande in 1953. 


highway 


Alles three anes registered 
professional engineers. 

In another Highway Division 
personnel change, M. D. ‘‘Dave” 
Glenn, federal liaison and _ E.E.O. 
engineer with the construction 


section, assumes the position of 
quality control and training engineer. 
He replaces John H. Walker who 
retired Dec. 31. 
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Employes give 
to United Way 


Marion-Polk County ODOT 
employes have pledged 83.8 per cent 
of their goal for the 1976-77 United 
Way Campaign. 

Pledges reached $14,037, according 


to Si Ford of General Services 
Branch and ODOT’s United Way 
chairman. A goal of $16,754 had 
been set. 


Divisional breakdown for the 
ODOT campaign included: 

—Director’s office, Administration 
and Mass Transit: 101 per cent of 
$2,428 goal; 

Highway Division: 
of $10,334 goal; 

—Aeronautics Division: 93 per 
cent of $612 goal; 

—Motor Vehicles Division: 41 per 
cent of $3,380 goal. 


93 per cent 


ODOT United Way Campaign 
leaders were Ford, Administration 
and Mass Transit; Joann Henry, 


Aeronautics; Bill Albright, Highway, 
and Don Stuhr, Motor Vehicles. 

Overall, state employes in Marion 
and Polk counties pledged 101 per 
cent of a $144,500 goal. 


Gov. Bob Straub, commenting on 
employe participation, said, ‘Once 
again, you have demonstrated your 
sincere concern for your fellow 
Oregonians.” 


ODOT awarded for 
litter prevention 


Oregon, Depakiment on 
Transportation’s prize-winning 
anti-litter programs have won 
additional kudos as a result of a 
contest sponsored cooperatively by 
Keep America Beautiful, Inc., and 
the Federal Highway Administration. 

ODOT received a second place 
award for highway litter prevention 
programs at the 23rd annual meeting 
of KAB held in New York City 
Decale ; 

ODOT had won first place in the 
1973 contest, the inaugural year of 
the award, and a “special merit” 
second place award in 1975. ODOT 
was cited for its work with youth 
and civic groups, as well as_ its 
cooperation with Stop Oregon Litter 
and Vandalism (SOLV) and Keep 
Oregon Livable (KOL). 


Employes get a free ride 


Capitol Mall 
along with 
downtown workers, 
for a free ride. 

The free ride (or rides; two a day 
for those who wish them) are being 
offered by the Salem City Council, 
which has established a trial 6-month 
commuter bus pass program. 

Card holders are entitled to two 
free Cherriot trips per day for the 
normal working days of the month. 


ODOT employes, 
other state and 
could be taken 


The Department of General 
Services, Property Division, is 
coordinating the program for the 
state. 

Marie Stephens in Transportation 
General Services Branch is 


coordinating the program for ODOT. 

An enthusiastic supporter of. the 
Cherriot Commuter Club, Stephens 
says, “We’ve got to do something 
about the traffic congestion in the 
Capitol Mall area.” 

With some 550 persons in’ the 
Transportation Building, program 
organizers estimated 5 per _ cent 
would use the commuter buses, the 
ODOT coordinator explains. 

However, by mid-December more 
than 85 had requested cards for the 
free bus rides. Card holders must use 


the buses at least 2/3 of the eligible 


days to receive a card each 
subsequent month. 

New passes will be distributed the 
last week of each month, and the 
first week all old commuter cards will 
be collected regardless of the degree 
of usage. 

January is the first month of 
operation for the commuter service 
and passes will be distributed to 
anyone desiring them. 

More information 
Cherriot Commuter Club is available 
from Stephens, Room 140, 
Transportation Building, 378-6516. 


about the 


Card gives Cherriot riders free bus 
passage. 
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for length. 


DAVE PAOLI, MASS TRANSIT 
Transportation Planner, Salem 


| think that a rotation program 
between ODOT divisions or units of 
the same division is beneficial to the 
employe and to the department in 
terms of employe morale and 


effectiveness. | personally started my 
career as a highway engineer, went 
through a formal rotation program, 
and found the program to be very 
worthwhile. 


BOB HECTOR, HWY 
Maintenance Engineer, LaGrande 


Certainly, not only to the employe 
but to the department as_ well. 
Employes with a varied experience 


background would be _ better 
equipped to respond to the total 
‘transportation needs and have the 


flexibility to be of service during 
times when transportation priorities 
are redirected. 


JACKIE MARSHALL, MVD 
MVR 3, Burns 


It could be beneficial to the 
employes in large towns who would 
not have to move their homes to 
have a new job assignment. However, 
the cost and loss of time for 
re-training would be tremendous. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer. He 
selects his own subjects. 
VIA’s editors frame the 
question of the month. 
Answers are edited only 


CANDID COMMENTS 


Do you think it would be beneficial for employes to have job assignments in 


each of ODOT’s divisions during their career in the department? 


4 


JACKIE GREENE, HWY 
Secretary, The Dalles 


Yes, but only if a person wanted to 
do it. | think it would be beneficial 
to those people who are interested 
in other divisions who would not 
otherwise have the opportunity to 
try a job in another division. | don’t 
think it should be a policy. 


JACK MOFFIT, HWY 
Maintenance Worker 2, Detroit 


If one were to stop and think about 
the realities of this idea they will 
see that it would cause more 
problems than it would solve! That 
is, if it was meant to solve a 
problem. ODOT has enough 
problems as it is. 


as Gee ee 


BOB WHIPPS, ADMIN. 
Organization Analysis 
& Planning, Salem 


Yes, for some employes. Temporary 
assignments and promotion or 
transfer within ODOT divisions could 
be beneficial if the moves are well 
planned. The employe can bring new 
ideas and experience to the job, 
develop new. skills and gain 
knowledge of several modes of 
transportation. 


iene = 


ROGER RITCHEY, AERO 
Deputy Administrator 


|. believe some employes would 
benefit from work experience in all 
divisions ot ODOR sie have 
reservations as to benefits to all 
employes or to ODOT. Employe 
benefits would depend on _ their 


skills, while benefits to ODOT would 
depend on the employe’s grade level 
and intention as to length of career 
with ODOT. 


ARTHUR SASSE, HWY. 
Construction Officeman, Sylvan 
For the most part | don’t feel it 
would be too beneficial for the 
average employe, just for the sake of 
broadening his or her’ work 
experience. If a person had _ the 


capabilities and if the opportunity 
for advancement from_ one 


department to another was there, 
then |! would say it would be 
beneficial. 


i Ff 


ARNOLD SLACK, PARKS 
Fiscal & Statistical Adm., Salem 


Yes. | think it would make more 
people feel we are a department 
rather than several separate divisions, 
and I’m sure there are many 
comparable jobs within the different 
divisions that people could fit into. 


JOHN CHRISTOPHERSON, HWY 
Region 3 Office Manager, Roseburg 


In my opinion the greatest benefit 


would be to the individual. at top 
management level. Other select 
individuals, such as the ODOT 
transportation coordinators, would 


find immediate benefit by such 
assignments. Their input to local 
agency comprehensive plans would be 


greatly improved by having had 
assignments in _ the operational 
divisions. 
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Retiree luncheon - it’s where the action is 


r Pt ei So wane 
Steve Stephenson (left) and Hil 
Young plan their “unplanned” 
agenda for the day. 


Tom Edwards and wife, Ann (left), 
with “old timer” J. D. (Doug) Walker. 


and Forrest Cooper (right), 


VIA 


This month we _ decided to 
personally look in on some retirees 
and see what they were rea//y up 
to. 

The occasion was the 
luncheon at the King’s 
restaurant in Salem. 

No one seemed to know for sure, 


Dec. 7 
Table 


but the consensus was that the 
quarterly luncheons for Highway 
Division retirees had been going on 


for at least 15 years. 

Ninety-one persons showed up 
that day, which marked the largest 
turnout--ever. 

No one would admit to being in 


charge, much less to being president 
or chairman. 
Hilbert (Hil) Young, and P. M. 


(Steve) Stephenson were both quick 
to point out that the group had no 
official name, officers, bylaws, 
agendas, or trace of formality. 


reminisce 


Transit projection shows 
Willamette Valley rail use 


By the year 2000, as many as 
17,500 passengers per day could be 
carried by rail between Eugene and 
Portland. 

That projection is among those in 
Mass Transit Division’s final report 
of the Willamette Valley Passenger 
Rail Study which has been approved 
by the Transportation Commission 
for submission to the 1977 
Legislature. 


Vandals continue 
‘moronic’ acts 


Senseless attacks by 
continued to center on 
and roadside rest area facilities 
during December. An _ unanswered 
question persists: “What is the 
make-up of a person committing 
such acts?” 

One newspaper editor had this to 
say: 

“The vandal is a moron. |’ve said 
that many times before. The vandal 
normally is one whose’ mental 
development hasn’t kept pace with 
his physical growth. He may be 
mature physically. He may be a 
mental genius in some respects. But 
one segment of his brain, that 
segment directing his social 
responsibilities, never developed 
beyond a childish state.” 

That definition was written by 
Charles V. Stanton, editor emeritus 
and columnist for the Roseburg 
News-Review. It appeared in his 
weekly column “Charley comments”. 

Stanton is a former member of 
ODOT’s travel advisory committee. 


vandals 
state park 


recommendations 


legal and 
such a 
aSSesses 


The report presents 
economic feasibility of 
passenger rail service and 
currently operating facilities. 

Highest ridership would result in 
eight station stops—Portland, 
Milwaukie, Oregon City or Lake 
Oswego, Woodburn, Salem, Albany, 
Eugene and Springfield—the report 
said. 

Possible routes through the stops 
include. the Southern Pacific 
Mainline, the Oregon Electric 
Alternative and the Interstate 5 
Alternative, according to the report, 
which analyzed each. 

Speeds considered for the program 
were in the 70 to 100 miles per 
hour range for both conventional 
locomotives and self-propelled cars. 

As many as 17,500 © passenger 
could be carried by rail with six 


round trips daily between Eugene 
and Portland, according to the 
report. 


Project Director David Paoli said 
the report “does not make specific 
DUitye aisinaca 
jumping-off point for discussion of 
future departmental directions in rail 
passenger planning.” 


The Emergency Board allocated 
$20,000 in general funds for the 
study which began in February of 
IAS 

The Federal Railroad 


Administration has matched those 
funds with $13,500 for work done 
which related to the West Coast 
Corridor Study being conducted by 
the federal government. 


Mass Transit Division, Highway 
Divitston wrand cP ub lic saUieihity 
Commissioner staffs conducted the 
study. 


Ed Pease, has been 
to be the financial advisor. He and 
wife Edith collect the lunch money. 
That always puts them last in the 
food line and rewards them with a 
cold lunch. 


More the merrier 


Hil and Steve do most of the 
telephoning. They make an extra 
effort to encourage all interested 
retirees to get in touch with them 
about the time and place of the 
meetings. Retirees from ODOT 
become automatic members and are 
welcome. ‘The more the merrier,” 
says Steve. 

Watching everyone sign in, it was 
easy to see that they really enjoy 
getting together. There was not a 
sign of stuffiness and certainly no 
wallflowers. Several had driven from 
other towns tobe there. Lloyd 
Shaw, former assistant state highway 
engineer, had driven down from 
Tigard, for example. Jess. Jones, an 
auditor, came from Lincoln City. 

Swapping stories seemed to be 
Item A on the unwritten agenda. 


Three from 1962 


“Be” prepated= to pay, $1.12 a 
gallon for gas in the Yukon,” said 
Stu Couper. ‘“‘AA’s planning and 
mapping services for traveling abroad 
is excellent,” said Forrest Cooper. 
Vic Wolfe added, “If you can’t 
make it to the Yukon, or abroad, 
and can’t even afford to pay for 
your golf after retirement, then 
break your leg like | did.’’ (Wolfe 
was a_ scratch golfer during his 
younger days so we know that mere 
money would not keep him from 
playing.) 

Three: i 4962 eeretinees 
Archie — Shaw, ‘“thspector; 
Shinn, accounting supervisor, and J. 
D. Walker, division engineer. Other 
“old timers” were Lloyd Gregg, 
payroll supervisor, and Rockwell 
(Rock) Simpson, civil engineer in 
geology. 

Cliff Layton said he is planning a 
trip to Hawaii. John Harsberger said 
he enjoys collecting rocks in eastern 


attended: 
“Lowell 


Auxiliary use only 


“volunteered” 


Out-of-towners included avid travelers 


(to Oregon state parks especially) 
Lloyd and Dorothy Shaw of Tigard. 


Oregon. Roderick (Rod) Porter said 
he didn’t retire to do anything, so 
he’s not. 

Gilbert (Gib) Jones is too busy 
taking classes and teaching classes. 
His wife said he should go back to 
work and get out of her hair. 

Doug Parks is so busy doing 
nothing that he doesn’t have time to 
do anything. Lowell Shinn says he 
keeps busy just dodging the sheriff. 
After 14 years of retirement and 
traveling by car, Lowell says he and 
his wife are C1oibe the jet set. 


On the move 


Forrest ‘€ooper, a 1970 retiree, 
says he is still recovering from those 
days as janitor with the 
Division. (Don’t be misled! He’s the 
Forrest Cooper, former state Pee 
engineer.) 

Many of — those present 
looking beyond the holidays. They 
have trips’ planned and are anxious 
to be on the move again. 


Quartz halogen lights? 


This time of year, when fog and 
rain (usually) are on  Oregon’s 
weather calendar, the Motor Vehicles 
Division of ODOT can almost count 
on getting letters or telephone 


inquiries about using quartz halogen 
headlights as 
autos. 


replacement lights on 


Quartz halogen lights are 
extensively used in Europe and are 
promoted as being better than sealed 
beam headlights. But there is a 
problem, according to Harvey Wood, 
who heads the Vehicle Safety 
Equipment section in DMV. 

Quartz halogen headlights do not 
comply with Federal Motor Vehicle 


Safety Standard (FMVSS) 108. 
Before they can be approved by 
MVD as replacement lights they 


must comply with this standard. 

When _ light 
been approved by MVD, then it is 
not supposed to be sold, offered for 
sale, or used 
admits that it is difficult to enforce 
the prohibition. 

Wood says the division is not 
opposed to quartz lights, but Oregon 
law requires MVD = to _ issue 
certificates of approval only in 
compliance with federal standards 
when a federal standard exists. 

“That means,” Wood said, ‘that 
we cannot approve them here until 
the federal government acts and, 
although there has been some talk 
about approval in the past, that still 
seems some light years away.” 


Although you cannot use quartz 


halogen 
headlights, 


lights as 
Wood - says 


replacement 
there are 


about 30 quartz type auxiliary lights 
fog and booster — 


(driving, passing, — 
bean that have ae approved. 


were. 


equipment has not — 


in Oregon but Wood ~ 
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Bob Knapp will be 


Gaffney Lane, 
__ highway engineer 4, 25 years. 


SE, Salem 97302, 


“Avenue, 
technician 2, 25 years. 
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: Petement: parties hanerad scores of long-time ODOT employes who retired 


in December. 


‘A record number-85-retired from the department, becoming ODOT’s largest 


“sraduating’’ class. 
good wishes during December. 


Fellow employes feted the retirees with cards, 


40-43 years 


John R. Oakes, 650 Vista Avenue 
SE, Salem 97302, r/w agent 5, 43 
years 3 months. 

Milo H. Barker, 


Drive SE, Salem 97302, highway 
shop superintendent, 42 years 9 
months. 

Lyle V. Burch, 148 NE 4th, 
Newport’ 97365, “highway 
maintenance supervisor 1, 41 years 
10 months, 

Dorr E. White, Box 457, Elgin 
97827, highway maintenance 


_ supervisor 1, 41 years 8 months. 


4944 Fir Dell - 


gifts and 

Willard J. Scofield, 3500 NW 

Kaiser Road, Portland 97229, 

highway engineer 4, 41 years 7 
months. 

Ray E. Brown, Box 741, Condon 

97823, highway maintenance 


supervisor 2, 41 years. 


Arnold Kahler, 1525 High Street 
SE, Salem 97302, program executive 
2, 40 years. 

Gail A. Williamson, 775 15th NE, 
Salem 97301, administrative assistant 
3, 40 years. 


_20- 29 years 


after the 
proverbial “big one.” 
Edward J. Hall, 4890 Coloma 


Drive SE, Salem 97302, 
engineer 4, 28% years. 
Benjamin Frank Lee, 2904 Holmes 
Road, Lincoln City 97367, highway 
maintenance supervisor 2, 28% years. 
Irum EE. liams, 977 Monmouth 
Street, Independence 97351, heavy 
equipment mechanic 2, 28 years. 
Richard > F. Smart, 520. 23rd 


highway 


Street NE, Salem 97301, r/w agent 
3, 27% years.’ 

Woodrow W. Wilcox, 745 NE 
Revere, Bend 97701, ° heavy 


equipment mechanic 1, 27% years. 

John D. Braughton Jr., 2701 N. 
Spruce Street, Rt. 3, Box 3021, 
LaGrande 97850, heavy. equipment 
mechanic 2, 27 years. 


Samuel E. Heth, 4482 Gordon 
Street SE, Salem 97301, highway 
engineer 1, 27 years. 


Lee R. Cline, 460 Leslie Street, 
Salem 97302, lead electrician, 26% 
years. 

Inez Bowden, 740 Chemawa Road 
NE, Salem 97303, administrative 
assistant 2, 26 years. 

Edgar P. Canfield, Box 2494 
Rodgers Lane NW, Salem 97304, 
photographer 2, 26 years. 


Simon W. Unterseher, Box 5446, 


- Charleston 97420, park ranger 1, 
25% years. 
-James E. Holland, Jr., 13608 S. 


Oregon City 97045, 


Dolorous Myhre, 4821 Lone Road 
clerical assistant, 


- 25 years. 
_- Kenneth F. Olson, 1247 Dempsey 
Drive, Bend 97701, engineering 


~ technician 3, 25 years. 
Louis V. Rhoades, 8335 SW 8th 
Portland 97219, engineering 


Clyde B. Schell, 
NE, Salem 97301, 
mechanic ils, 


1925 Chemeketa 
heavy equipment 
25 years. 

Ann L. Clemens, 1136 25th 
Street NE, Salem 97301, clerical 
specialist, 24 years. 

Emmett V. Gipson, 2308 Rex 
Street S, Salem 97302, highway 
maintenance worker 3, 24 years. 

Melvin A. Bradley, 5693 
Tumbleweed Circle NE, Salem 
97305, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 


23. years. 
Paul E. Libby, 4818 NE 50th 
Place, Portland 97218, engineering 


technician 1, 23 years. 
John G. Canfield, 2560 Northgate 
Avenue NE, Salem 97303, highway . 


en ngineer 3, 22% ycargemmmm ee 


Robert F. Knapp, 1012 N. 34th 


. Avenue, Corvallis, 97330, highway 
engineer 4, 21% years. 

Verland. L. Sanderson, Box 508, 
Gates 97346, heavy equipment 
mechanic 2, 21% years. 

Clyde Es Berrest, P.O. Box 651, 


Corvallis 97330, weighmaster 1, 21 
years. 

Hulda Doerksen, 985 Grandview 
Place NW, Salem 97304, clerical 


specialist, 21 years. 


Robert C. Friess, 237 Cleveland 


Street, Aumsville 97325, r/w agent 
3, 21 years. 

Emil H. Kunkel, Rt. 4, Box 
202A, The Dalles 97058, highway 


maintenance worker 2, 20% years. 

Kenneth A. Chatwood, 3100 
Turner Road SE, No. 812, Salem. 
97302, r/w agent 5, 20 years. 

Fred P. Jeter, 1368 Center NE, 
Salem 97301, photogrammetric 
engineer, 20 years. 

Florence Killam, 
Salem 97302, 
years. 

Elmer A. Rubel, 
Greenwood’ Road, 
97351, auto mechanic 1, 20 years. 

Clyde Wymore, P.O. Box 255; 
Willamina 97396, weighmaster 1, 20 
years. 


1245 Peace SE, 
clerical specialist, 20 


Rt. 1, Box 306 
Independence 


Ed Canfield 
from George Faville. 


receives good wishes 


dct 
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Retirees log years of service - and memories 


30-39 years 


William C. Grabenhorst, 4335 
27th Avenue SE, Salem 97302, 
heavy equipment mechanic 1, 38 
years. 

Joseph E. Rohner, Rt. 1, Box 
319A, Corvallis 97330, highway 


maintenance supervisor 2, 37% years. 
Roy L. Simpson, Box 375, LaPine 


97739, highway maintenance 
supervisor 2, 36% years. 

Clinton C. Deyo, 1556 Urban 
Lane NW, Salem 97304, chief 
weighmaster, 36 years. 

Walter D. Hicks, 1108 Murray, 
Medford 97501, highway engineer 1, 
36 years. 

John H. Walker, 3603 Pioneer 
Drive SE, Salem 97302, highway 


engineer 5, 36 years. 
Thomas A. Bedingfield, P.O. Box 
241, Prospect 97536, highway 


maintenance supervisor 2, 32 years. 


Jack Rowland and Ruth Morrison 
reflect on their years~ with the 


department. 
8-19 


Georgia Anderson, 3243 Roosevelt 
NE, Salem 97303, clerical assistant, 


19 years. 

Morris A. Salter, 996 Terrace 
Drive NW, Salem 97304, custodial 
worker, 19 years. 


Leslie M. Finegan, 61000 Crown 
Villa Mobile Park, Space 367, Bend 
97701, storekeeper 2, 18 years. 

Houston G. Owens, 1040 Powell 
Lane, Prineville 97754, highway 
maintenance worker 2, 18 years. 

Oma E. Patton, 4676 Silverton 
Road NE, Salem 97303, accounting 
clerk 1, 18 years. 

Alden J. Jayes, 5591 43rd Avenue 
NE, Salem 97303, highway 
maintenance worker 3, 17% years. 


Thomas D. Pomeroy Jr., 243 NW 
23rd, Newport 97365, highway 
maintenance worker 3, 17% years. 


3873 Ibis Street 
r/w agent 3, 17 


David A. Terbell, 
NE, Salem 97303, 
years. 

Vernon C. Sahnow, Rt. 1, Box 


273, Independence 97351, radio 
technician 2, 16% years. 

Ruth D. Morrison, 5351 70th 
Avenue SE, Salem 97301, engineering 


technician 4, 16 years. 

Lawrence F. Sheridan 560 Waverly 
Court No. 4, Portland 97222, r/w 
agent 3, 152 years. 

Paul A. Nikkel, 7618 SE 68th, 
Portland 97206, engineering 
technician 2, 15 years. 

Norman T. Reddekopp, Route 1, 
Box 110, Cloverdale 97112, highway 
maintenance worker 2, 15 years. 

James A. Wright Sr., P.O. Box 
2639, Harbor 97415, park ranger 1, 


15 years. 
William L. Hillis, Box 62, 
Crescent Lake 97425, highway 


maintenance worker 3, 13% years. 
Lawrence E. Gerlits, 8000 Heron 
Street NE, Salem 97303, highway 
maintenance worker 2, 13 years. 
Leo Moisio, P.O. Box 1745, 
Klamath Falls 97601, highway 
maintenance worker 2, 12 years. 


Clarence G. Swenson, 1140 Lupin 
Lane NW, Salem 97304, highway 
engineer 6, 32 years. 

Thomas A. Bradd, 4189 Ward 
Drive NE, Salem 97303, highway 
engineer 4, 31 years. 

Maynard E. Casteel, 609 NW 8th, 
Pendleton 97801, highway 


maintenance supervisor 2, 31 years. 


George W. Johnson 610 Winding 
Way SE, Salem 97302, landscape 
architect 1, 31 years. 


Jack A. Rowland, Rt. 1, Box 
654, Salem 97304, highway engineer 


6, 31 years. 
Homer E. Harrison, 207 Box 
Elder, LaGrande 97850, highway 


maintenance worker 3, 30% years. 

William Biegler, 328 SE 50th, 
Portland 97215, MVD. office manager 
(North Portland), 30 years. 


Lenn C. Davis, 555 22nd Street, 
NE, Salem 97301, storekeeper 1, 30 
years. 

Kerby E. Johnson, 285 Tryon 


Avenue NE, Salem 97303, highway 
shop foreman, 30 years. 


Doris L. Miller, 2065 Highway 
NE, Salem 97303, clerical specialist, 
30 years. 

Herbert W. Nelson, 44643 
McKenzie Hwy., Leaburg 97401, 
highway maintenance worker 2, 30 
years. 

Roy W. Pyle, 10330 SW Meadow 


St., Tigard 97223, highway engineer 
4, 30 years. 

Raymond A. Salter, 904 W. 
Blaine, Woodburn 97071, highway 
maintenance worker 2, 30 years. 

Arnold D. Thompson, Box 549, 
Elgin 97827, highway maintenance 
worker 3, 30 years. 


years 


Norman Knauss, 1410 Maple 
Street S, Albany 97321, motor 
vehicle representative 2, 11 years. 

Leo E. Larsen, 2093 Larsen Lane, 
Lebanon 97355, r/w agent 3, 11 
years. 

Heine Abernathy, 1028 NW 
Ogden, Bend 97701, body & fender 
repairman, 10 years. 

Merle W. Anderson, 203 Tanbark 
Road, Brookings 97415, park ranger 


2, 10 years. 
Leslie E. Hanson 1689 NW Martin 
Street, Roseburg 97470, highway 


maintenance worker 2, 10 years. 
Chester Ott, 2211 SW 1st Avenue, 
Lincoln Tower Apt. 202, Portland 
97201, MVD administrator, 9% years. 
Donovan E. Hunter, Box 163, 
Wilsonville 97070, highway 
maintenance worker 3, 8 years. 


smiles at her 


Oma Patton is all 
retirement party, one of many held 
for more than 80 employes who 
retired during December. 
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By Ken Bonnem 


Dave Talbot sees himself as the 


man in the middle, buffeted by 
swirling winds of change, attracting 
the sparks of controversy, and, 


finally, giving the orders: when it’s 
time to march. 

Talbot, state parks superintendent 
for a dozen years, sums up his 
stewardship in understatement. 
“We’ve run the parks system quite 
loosely,”” he confides. 

There’s a universe of experience 
in that phrase. Consider events of 
the past years: environmentalists vs. 
recreationists, drugs and nudity and 
free speech in public places, beach 
access, scenic fivers .,and- the 
Greenway, local land use planning vs. 


traditional park acquisition patterns, 
and the prospect of general funding 
after more than 50 years on the 
highway umbilical cord. 
Sees both sides 
Dave Talbot exudes confidence. 


He is direct, forceful, perhaps even a 
bit autocratic in manner. Dave 
Taleo Dis. also SEMsieIiie: 
understanding, able to see both sides 
of an issue. The combination 
occasionally results in contradiction 
and frustration. 

Smith Rocks State Park near 
Redmond is a favorite haunt of rock 
climbers. Use has skyrocketed. But 
there’s no place for overnight 
camping while awaiting the challenge 
that comes with dawn. 

Parks held hearings on _ possible 
solutions. “We had elaborate public 
involvement,” says Talbot. ‘We 
mistakenly thought we had done our 


homework. Everyone agreed to a 
primitive camping area. 

“1 said ‘go’ on building the camp. 
Then the local planners intervened 
on behalf of new residents who were 
moving into housing developments 
next to the park. 

“It became a game. They took 
the attitude that the big state 
agency is not going to win, not if it 
looks like we are bulldozing rampant 
over the locals. 


People and government 


They. sada swer sneededuasa 
conditional- use permit to construct 
the campground. We applied, and 
they denied it.” 

The Smith Rocks episode 
illustrates the major themes facing 
Talbot and the parks. “The main 
issue is faith in government,” he 
says. “There has been a _ decided 
shift in the power base because of 
recent land-use planning laws. Local 
jurisdictions are much more 
aggressive in areas once considered 
state activities. 
This = new, 
relationship is 


people-government 
reflected in the new 
breed of local _ officials. Their 
attitude is ‘don’t do anything, 1!’m 
not sure of the future. Leave me 
alone’.” 

The local/state face-off surfaces in 
Talbot’s continuing headache, the 
Willamette Greenway. “The Greenway 
raises unpleasant aspects of private 
property rights,” cautions Talbot. 

In comparing the Greenway with 
Oregon’s longstanding tradition of 
public access to the Pacific beaches, 
Talbot emphasizes that the real test 
of the beach issue didn’t come until 
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Dave Talbot 
Man in middle: 
alert to changes 


decades after the original public 
highway concept was forwarded by 
Gov. Oswald West in 1913. 

“Over the years, people came to 
think they owned the whole beach. 
They didn’t. When they realized 
that, they got up in arms and 
passed the beach bill. They had a 
long-time interest in beaches. There 
was a ready made constituency when 
the time came.” 

Talbot does not feel that 
constituency exists for the Greenway. 
“The public has not used the banks 
of the Willamette as they have the 


beaches. Maybe we’re 50 years too 
early.” 

As for the local/state issue, Talbot 
notes. that“) the # LCDC.. (Land 


Conservation and Development 
Commission) “owes their life to the 
local planners. We have been trying 
to do a job on the Greenway and 
have been out-bureaucratized every 
step of the way. Our batting average 
(SS ERO.” 

Talbot’s attitude toward the 
general citizenry is unabashedly 
positive. “l am not afraid of the 
people,” he exclaims while discussing 
the current effort to place some 
park functions in the general fund. 

“If we have a good program, the 
representatj-ec__of the people will 
approve it. If we don’t, they won’t. 
Forty-nine other states seem to get 
along just fine on that basis.” 


Parks and politics 


What about the feeling that 
general funding will inject politics 
into parks? ‘The editorials about 
politics are interesting,’ smiles 
Talbot. “You’d think we’ve never 
had politics in location of parks 
before.” 


Talbot basks in the reputation of 
the Oregon State Parks, but adds, 
realistically, that some of the hoopla 


about the state parks is really a 
perception of the total Oregon 
situation; BLM, Forest Service, 


county, utility, and all the national 
forests. “We’re really blessed with 
recreational areas,” he says. “It’s not 
just state parks.” 


Talbot’s feeling of good will 
toward people in general undergirds 
his ‘quite loosely’ operating policy. 
“Most people will do what you want 
them to do as long as you don’t 
play games with them. You provide 
litter barrels, they’ll put in litter. 
You provide a path, they’ll stay on 
it. Even a string will keep most 
people out of an area.” 

Talbot sees himself somewhere 
between those who want the country 
left completely empty and _ those 
who want it jammed full. “The 
environmentalists look upon us as a 
necessary component in as much as 
we are taking care of the masses. 
They feel that might take the 
pressure off the fragile country they 
hold so dearly.” 


Taxing state parks 


Parks, especially along certain 
stretches of the coast, are also 
barely tolerated by segments of the 
tourist industry. They not’ only 
compete for motel and’ private 
campground business, but in the 
minds of some, they have taken too 
much property off the tax rolls. 

“I have some _ philosophical 
problems with the tax arguments,” 
says Talbot. “If they’re going to tax 
parks, they should tax schools. 
_ “These -; people 
money. They see some land and 
think it will make more for them if 
it’s a motel instead of a state park. 
As far as the erosion of the tax 
base, we just don’t own that much 
land. They don’t attack the timber 
companies who own a lot more 
land, most of which is in timber 
deferral. | think there’s some foggy 
economics in all of this.” 

It doesn’t take long to discover 
from Dave Talbot that there’s much 
more to running a parks system than 


just want more 


fun and. games. And Talbot doesn’t 


shrink from the task. ‘We must be 
getting close to where the action is. 
We must be rubbing up against the 
public. It’s great that people are 
becoming more vocal about the 
problems. That’s what we’re paid to 
do...solve problems.” 


On the way up: Employes win promotions 


The following ODOT personnel were promoted during December. 


Secretary 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


Steven L. Bach, computer operator 1 to computer operator 2, Salem. 


Boyd A. Balcom, 
worker, Meacham. 

Patricia Bouyear, 
Corvallis. 


motor vehicle 


journeyman maintenance worker to. sr. 


representative 


maintenance 


(MVR) 1 to MVR 2, 


Linda Burnett, MVR 1 to MVR 2, Albany. 
Gilbert Cardwell, administrative assistant 2 to administrative assistant 3, 


Salem. 


Maxine W. Gaines, clerical assistant in Travel Information Section to clerical 


specialist in Road Design Section, Salem. 


Paul Hegstrom, MVR 1, Baker to MVR 2, Corvallis. 
Larry C. Kahle, journeyman maintenance worker to sr, maintenance worker, 


Waldport. 


Frank Kuonen, automotive mechanic 2 to heavy equipment mechanic 1, 


Klamath Falls. 


Larry G, Little, journeyman maintenance worker to sr. maintenance worker, 


Government Camp. 


Blonson L. Neavoll, assistant section supervisor in Coquille to section 
supervisor, Prospect. 
Linda C. Schefstrom, clerical assistant in Travel Information Section to 


secretary in Right of Way Section, Salem. 
William J. Szabo, engineering technician 1 to machinist, LaGrande. 


Yh aya ie 


FRANK KUONEN 
Heavy Equipment Mechanic 


" 


